
EDUCATION LOAN DEFERMENTS 
 
Can I defer my student loans while I am on my Fulbright grant? 
In most cases the answer is Yes. However, it is your responsibility to confirm this with your 
lending institution.  As a general rule, Fulbright fellowships fall under the category of Graduate 
Fellowship Deferments. The Graduate Fellowship Deferment is for students engaged in a 
full-time course of study in a graduate fellowship program such as the Fulbright program.  
 
It has been our experience that the form most generally accepted has EDU located at the top 
right corner as opposed to SCH. It is our understanding that the EDU is to be used for an in-
school deferment when a student is still enrolled in a U.S. institution.  Fulbright is not considered 
an in-school deferment so if you file in that manner you may be denied a loan deferment.  But 
again, it is your responsibility to confirm with your lender that you are filling-in the appropriate 
form as some lenders use the SCH forms for Graduate Fellowship deferments. 
 
The following website is very helpful for downloading deferment forms and obtaining all the 
information you may need regarding loan deferments:  www.dlservicer.ed.gov 
  
Who fills out the forms? 
You should fill out the student portion of the deferment form and sign it before mailing it to the 
IIE address below. We will fill-out the institutional portion, certify that the information is correct 
and then mail it to your lender.  Please provide us with a stamped and addressed envelope 
that we can use to mail the forms to your lenders.  Be sure that your lender’s address is also 
on the form.  
 
For optimal results, do NOT send the deferment forms to the Commission/Post or institution you 
are affiliating with in your host country.  While they would be happy to fill-out the forms for you, 
the lender will most likely not recognize them as an appropriate program official and will 
therefore reject your deferment request.   
 
When should I send in the forms? 
Once you have your flight arrangements confirmed and you are certain of your start date, you 
may send us the forms. Please include a cover letter indicating your full name, your host 
country and your official grant dates and an envelope addressed to the lender (i.e., where 
the form should be send after validation by IIE.)  Deferment forms will only be completed to 
cover you during your grant period, regardless of how long you plan to stay in your host country.   
 
In some cases, your lender will not accept a deferment before the end of your grace period.  
Therefore, you will not need to submit your deferment until after you begin your Fulbright grant.  
You will need to find out from your lender when it is appropriate to submit the forms. 
 
Note:  Due to the running of the annual Fulbright competition we cannot complete loan 
deferment forms between October 20 to November 30.   If you must submit your deferment after 
your grace period expires and if falls during this time, please send the deferment forms to us in 
September with instructions to post date the forms, and an envelope addressed to you or a 
friend/family member who can then send it on.  We will then return the form to you so that you 
may send the form to your lender at the appropriate time. 
 
PLEASE INDICATE THE COUNTRY OF YOUR GRANT, YOUR GRANT DATES, AND MAIL THE DEFERMENT 
FORMS TO: 
 
INSTITUTE OF INTERNATIONAL EDUCATION 
U.S. STUDENT PROGRAMS DIVISION 
809 United Nations Plaza 
New York, NY 10017 


