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1. German Society and its Party System(s)
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Structure and Institutionalization of Political Cleavages
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Configuration of 
Social Groups
and Parties, 1969
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2. Changing Demand, Supply, and Outcome
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Volatility, Vote and Seat Concentration, 
and Disproportionality, 1949-2005
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The Change of Political Supply – No. of Parties, 1949-2005
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3. Social Change and the Base of Parties
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Demographic Theory of Political Change: The Size of 
Core Groups of the Social Democratic Party, 1953-1998
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Parties‘ Core Group Shrinking
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Party Identification and Social Groups – The
Case of the Social Democrats
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Party Membership, 1990-2008
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4. The East-West Divide
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Socialism was a good idea and only carried out badly

East Germany

West Germany
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Election Results – East/West 1990-2005
Federal CDU/ Vote Con-

Elections Turnout CSU SPD FDP (1) Grüne (2) PDS (3) Other (4) centration
1990

New Länder 74,5 41,8 24,3 12,9 6,1 11,1 3,8 66,1
Old Länder 78,4 44,1 35,9 10,6 4,7 0,3 4,3 80,0

1994
New Länder 72,9 38,5 31,5 3,5 4,3 19,8 2,4 70,0
Old Länder 80,6 42,2 37,6 7,7 7,8 0,9 3,8 79,8

1998
New Länder 80,0 27,3 35,1 3,3 4,1 21,6 8,6 62,4
Old Länder 82,8 37,0 42,3 7,0 7,3 1,2 5,2 79,3

2002
New Länder 72,8 28,3 39,7 6,4 4,7 16,9 4,0 68,0
Old Länder 80,6 40,8 38,3 7,6 9,4 1,1 2,8 79,1

2005
New Länder 74,3 30,4 25,3 8,0 5,2 25,3 5,8 55,7
Old Länder 78,5 37,5 35,1 10,2 8,8 4,9 3,5 72,6

Mean
New Länder 74,9 33,3 31,2 6,8 4,9 18,9 4,9 64,4
Old Länder 80,2 40,3 37,8 8,6 7,6 1,7 3,9 78,2
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5. The (New) Flexible Voter
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Floating Voters: between elections and during the
campaign
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Floating Voters – Across Elections, 1972 - 2005
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Conclusions
—The German society as any other modern 

society is in flux. Traditional loyalties 
weakens, political parties cannot rely on old 
ties any longer

—Strategic entry of new competitors gives 
voters more choice

—Voters’ flexibility has increased as has their 
rationality

—It is unclear whether this shift in flexibility 
leads to new re-alignments. For a while, 
parties have to live with this uncertainty


