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AREAS OF RESEARCH 
 
General interests:  Cultures of U.S. imperialism, the history of the United States in world context 
Current research:  The making of a global heartland    
Past research:  1) Buying across borders, that is, the consumption of imports prior to 1920, and 2) U.S. empire 
around 1898, with particular attention to the ways that concerns about masculinity affected policymaking. 

 
 
POSSIBLE LECTURE TOPICS 
Buying into Empire:  U.S. Consumption at the Turn of the Twentieth Century 
Converging Borderlands in the U.S. Heartland 
Armchair Travel and the Rise of a Tourist Mentality 
Popular Geographies of Food and Cooking 
Progressive Era Pluralism as Imperialist Nostalgia 
New Approaches to American Empire, 1865-1920 
The Transnational Turn in U.S. History 

 
 
 
ACADEMIC TRAINING AND DEGREES 
PhD History, Yale University, 1995 
MPhil History, Yale University, 1993 
BA American Studies, Yale University, 1987 

 
 
 
PREVIOUS POSITIONS 
Professor of History, University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign, 2009-present 
Associate Professor of History, University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign, 2003 - 2009 
Assistant Professor of History, University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign, 2000 - 2003 
Assistant Professor, Harvard University, 1997 - 2000 
 Joint appointment in History and History and Literature 
Lecturer in History and Literature, Harvard University, 1995 – 1996 



 
 
PUBLICATIONS (selected) 
Fighting for American Manhood:  How Gender Politics Provoked the Spanish-American and Philippine-American 
Wars, Yale University Press, 1998 (paperback 2000). 
Consumers’ Imperium:  The Global Production of American Domesticity, 1865-1920, University of North Carolina 
Press, 2007.  
Prairie Routes: How the Heartland became the Place between Security and Empire, book in progress, under 
advance contract from Penguin Press. 
American Empire:  A Brief History with Documents, under contract with Bedford/St. Martin’s Press. 
 
Publications – Journal Articles: 
“Hop off the Bandwagon:  It’s a Mass Movement, Not a Parade,” roundtable essay, Journal of American History 
95, March 2009, 1087-91. 
“Stuff It:  Domestic Consumption and the Americanization of the World Paradigm,” Diplomatic History 30, 
September 2006, 571-94. 
“Food and Entertainment from Every Corner of the Globe:  Bourgeois U.S. Households as Points of Encounter, 
1870-1920,” Amerikastudien/American Studies 48:  1, 2003, 115-35. 
“Cosmopolitan Domesticity:  Importing the American Dream, 1865-1920,” American Historical Review 107, 
February 2002, 55-83. 
“ ‘As Badly off as the Filipinos’:  U.S. Woman Suffragists and Turn-of-the-Century U.S. Imperialism,” Journal of 
Women’s History 13, Summer 2001, 9-33. 
“Garrisonian Abolitionists and the Rhetoric of Gender, 1850-1860,” American Quarterly 45, Dec. 1993, 558-595. 
 
Publications – Other Articles and Book Chapters: 
 “Buying into Empire,” Transitions and Transformations in the U.S. Imperial State, ed. Alfred McCoy and 
Francisco A. Scarcano, Madison:  University of Wisconsin Press, 2009, 248-59. 
“Manhood, Chivalry, and McKinley’s Reluctant Decision for War,” Major Problems in American Foreign Relations, 
Concise Edition, Dennis Merrill and Thomas G. Paterson, eds., Boston:  Houghton Mifflin, 2006, 183-191. 
“What’s Gender Got to Do with It?  Women and Foreign Relations History,” Organization of American Historians 
Magazine of History, 19, March 2005, 14-18. 
 “Male Degeneracy and the Allure of the Philippines,” Thinking Through the Past, vol. 2 Since 1865, John Hollitz, 
3rd edition, Boston:  Houghton Mifflin, 2005, 85-91. 
 “Cosmopolitan Domesticity:  Importing the American Dream, 1865-1920,” Major Problems in American Foreign 
Relations, vol. 1 to 1914, 6th edition, Dennis Merrill and Thomas G. Paterson, eds.,  New York:  Houghton Mifflin, 
2004, 309-16. 
“Harvard Men:  From Dudes to Rough Riders,” Yards and Gates:  Gender in Harvard and Radcliffe History, Laurel 
Thatcher Ulrich, ed., New York:  Palgrave Macmillan, 2004, 117-128. 
"What’s Gender Got to Do with It?  Gender History as Foreign Relations History," Explaining the History of 
American Foreign Relations, Michael J. Hogan and Thomas G. Paterson, eds., Cambridge:  Cambridge 
University Press, revised edition,  2003, 304-22. 
“The World of Fashion:  Imagined Communities of Dress,” After the Imperial Turn:  Critical Approaches to 
“National” Histories and Literatures, Antoinette Burton, ed., Durham:  Duke University Press, 2003, 260-78. 

 
 
 


